
Summary Report of Visit to East Timor - August 7th-26th, 2014 
 

Thursday 7th 
Arrive Dili from Singapore, 2.35pm – Met by Sr Bibianne SPC and Fr Richard Pasang SVD (builder of the two 
asrama in Oecussi and then Viqueque, with support from PT).  
Photograph very militaristic statue newly erected this year near the airport to honour the first President of East 
Timor (1975) Nicolau Lobato (subsequently killed for resisting Indonesian occupation).  
Then to Timor Plaza to obtain sim-card for mobile phone. This large 3 storey shopping mall is remarkably well 
patronised – clearly there is a segment of Timorese with spare money to spend. But most customers are 
foreigners - and Timorese teenage students accessing the free internet connection. It is striking how many 
people have mobile phones - varying from cheapest and simplest to smart phones. Most are second/third hand 
from Singapore or Indonesia.  
Comoro Bridge has been rebuilt, several new Government buildings have been constructed (Ministry of Justice; 
Ministry of Finance; EU Offices; etc); Dili waterfront is very spruced up. Everything else is as grubby and poor 
as before, apart from the city roads which are all well paved (unlike in the rest of the country!).  
My appointment with Bishop Alberto Ricardo is cancelled at the last minute; we try to arrange another for next 
week.  
Domingos Goudhino (seminarian from Turiscai, now 28) phones to make arrangements to meet with me – at 
Letifoho where he is on pastoral placement this year.  
An early retirement to bed but the air conditioning keeps me awake!  
 
Friday 8th  
Join Fr Luis Bonaparte to concelebrate Mass at 6.30 in SPC convent chapel, then to Railaku (SPC Novitiate) to 
meet Fr Ricardinho Mendonca who takes me on to Gleno to see the new parish church in process of being built, 
then to Ermera to see the Primary School of Our Lady of Lourdes. Fr R is acting PP of Gleno, and is the 
Director of the School since the unexpected death of Fr Laurenco earlier this year. I supported his seminary 
training so he is a good link.  
Welcomed formally at the school by the assembled (140) children (investment with tais etc) who then go off 
home (half day schooling only). I meet the (12) staff, tour the premises, see the improvements achieved by PT 
donations – structural repairs, sanitation, etc and invite the preparation of a list of current ‘wants’ that might be 
within PT budget (this is provided before my departure).  Some of PT money has been spent (legitimately in my 
view), by Fr R on (his) Director’s office.  
Fr R shows me half-built extensions to the Presbytery – these are to provide accommodation for up to 8 guests, 
an initiative of Fr Laurenco. I indicate that the PT had not been apprised of the plan and does not have the funds 
needed for the completion of such a project ($10k). Fr R asks for my personal financial support for some 
seminarians (4-6) from the parish – I indicate my preference for those in Proepaedeutic Year and above as those 
in Minor Seminary often leave once their High School education is finished. 
Return to Railaku to meet the 20 students at the Jesuit High School whom the PT is sponsoring. All are very 
earnest looking, with good reports from the Principal, Fr Bert SJ. The school is back in Jesuit control and very 
effective education is being undertaken. A new facility has just been completed: an Assembly area and Canteen, 
useful also for local adult education; a Library is in process of being established. I discuss the UK Construction 
Industry Training Board Health Safety & Environment Test (CITB HS&E) with the newly arrived Jesuit 
Scholastic who may be able to translate the document into Tetun. Director Fr Bert plans to incorporate this into 
the English lessons so that the appropriate specialised vocabulary is learnt. 
Visit the site of the new (86ft deep) water well being dug to provide for the Novitiate and local staff which PT 
is funding ($8k) – as requested by SPC community funds were transferred temporarily from the Suai Mobile 
Clinic (to be re-imbursed asap – see later in this Report). The previous (shallower) well became polluted and 
then dried up. The community in Railaku do a variety of work amongst the local people, principally pastoral 
care but with a nutrition programme for the village children (the majority of Timorese children are 
undernourished) – PT used to fund this entire programme but the SPC activities now supply its needs. 
 
Saturday 9th 
An unexpected invitation to share their patronal Feast of St Dominic with the OPs in Dili – first at a Mass 
celebrated at their primary school at Beto (under threat of closure due to Govt plans to enlarge the airport), 
followed by simple entertainment by the school children, then to lunch with very varied company including 
lecturers from the University of Dili, and a Dominican priest newly returned from ten years in Korea. We 
discuss the Govt-Govt arrangements made for Timorese migrant workers in Korea but these seem to leave 



much to be desired – however, something of this sort should be put in place for the 12,800 Timorese now in the 
UK, with more coming every week!  
Then visit the OP Kitchen Garden at Hera. The buildings provided by Rotary (Australia) are in use but in need 
of repair. The new facility provided by the Knights of Malta for accommodation of the 20+ older orphans (18-
26 years) is very impressive.  
Sadly most of these residents chose to leave earlier this year, taking livestock and equipment with them! There 
are now about 12 youngsters aged 12-18. The gardens, piggery, and other facilities show signs of neglect. There 
is one remaining cow, two pigs, and two goats. It seems that the older residents had resented the demands being 
made upon them to maintain the Gardens and to care for the Livestock, while still expecting their further 
education (and transport thereto, in Dili) to be funded. A new beginning is needed under Sr Mila’s firm and 
focused direction, which includes ensuring that all the beneficiaries are in fact orphans and that Gospel values 
are communicated along with the material benefits. I invite Sr Mila to prepare a proposal to assist this renewal – 
a proposal that is within the limited financial means of the PT.  
Return to the orphanage at Santa Ana (Dili, Bidau) for a special celebratory supper and a (very long) 
dramatised presentation by the older residents of the story of the arrival of the Dominicans in East Timor (16th 
century) 
 
Sunday 10th 
A quiet day – used SPC computer to access personal email and print extra copies of the UK Migrant Worker 
information leaflets. Visited by wife of Octavio (migrant worker now in Leeds) – exchange presents! Young 
Timorese do not seem to converse in Indonesian any more – Tetun is becoming necessary for communication 
with the under 25s. Portuguese is being taught in the schools but not well and is not used in daily conversation – 
English is preferred. 
 
Monday 11th 
Meeting with Arsenio Pareira, director of FONGTIL (umbrella organisation of all Timorese NGOs), to share 
concerns about Timorese Migrant Workers in UK. Leave him with an information pack including the CTIB 
instruction video and handbook. He seems interested to share this situation with colleagues and with the 
Government. AP is the nephew of Joaquim Fonseca (the present ET ambassador to Britain) and promises to 
contact him for me! (I had tried in March without success). He also promises to contact the Minister of State for 
Training (SEPFOPE) to arrange a meeting with him for me – with a view to something being set up Govt to 
Govt as is already the case between TL and Australia and with Korea.  
I go on then to the Technical College at Comoro to meet with Fr Jose Vattarambil SDB who is now the Director 
of Development at this respected institution at which the Peter Trust (PT) sponsors 10 students. He is keen to 
set up a training course in collaboration with the TL Govt for prospective Migrant workers to Britain. In fact it 
is he who actually arranges a meeting for me with SEPFOPE. 
 
Visit Klibur Domin (at Tibar) to enquire after progress of TB treatment programme recently funded by PT 
(£2000) via Target TB UK. This is all set up and ready to go in Liquica. Meet staff (Clinical Services Manager 
Miguel Jorge; TB Project Co-ordinator Alberto Macarenhas; TB Programme Staff Jacinto da Cruz, & Alberto 
Alves; TB Programme Management, Karen Champlin; TB Lab Technician Lucia Lay. Director Joaquim Soares 
is not in Dili at this time. There have been extensive developments at KD Tibar since my last visit there (2004) 
– see website> www.klibur-domin.east_timor.net   - these include increased residential care; visits to patients 
living in Dili; dialysis; rehabilitation; therapy; and a new MDBR facility in response to TB strain proving 
resistant to drugs. Some help is given from the TL Ministry of Health (MDBR unit, drugs) but all else is funded 
by TTB UK, and the Ryder-Cheshire organisation (plus, recently, the PT). 
 
Tuesday 12th 
Visit ANZ Bank to update PT Account Mandate – Sr Bibianne and Sr Clare are to be alternative signatories 
together with me. Draw cash $1338.50 for Sr Mila (as pledged through Trustee Norah Small); and $3000 for 
the Pig Feed at Fuiloro (as pledged by Trustee Norah) [This ultimately proves to be not immediately wanted so 
I transfer the cash to go partway in enabling Fr Richard Pasang SVD to complete the next stage of the asrama 
at Uatolari – he needs $8000 immediately to bring the facility into operation, and a further $8000 to complete 
the project]. 
Visit ALMA Sisters to see some of the disabled children in their care (and the new team of Sisters). A Claretian 
priest from Flores is assisting them. Have lunch with the children and staff – then on the SDB Comoro for a 
second lunch (!) and for meeting with Fr Jose Vattarambil and Fr Transfiguracao (who have exchanged roles!) 
to discuss the proper preparation of migrant workers to Britain. Arrange visits to Fuiloro and Uatolari. 



In the afternoon I visit the parents of Germano Gomes (who lived with me from 2001-10 and still works me as 
the presbytery cook and housekeeper) and his youngest brother Fernando at their home in Bidau with the help 
of Sr Fatima OP and a catechist who guides us to the house. This house is very simple, in a poor district, but 
much better than many in the vicinity due to funding from Germano and latterly from his brother Jose who is 
resident and employed in Northern Ireland). 
 
Wednesday 13th  
Journey to Fuiloro. En route photograph new Power Station at Hera which, together with another at Same, 
generates 250 megawatts (to meet a current national need of 120MW! – surplus power may be sold to 
neighbouring West Timor! There is now 24/7 mains power throughout East Timor – to the remotest villages. It 
is used for lighting, power tools, electronic communications, refrigeration and (less so) for cooking. It also 
(regrettably) powers the PA systems which blare out music day and night – a status symbol). Lights are burning 
all night long (power is free at the present time!), which keeps mice – rats – and therefore snakes out of the 
houses. When the time comes for this power to be paid for there will be a problem because wages (of those 
actually in work) will not be enough to meet the bills!  
 
Another evident feature is the increase of intrusion of sea crocodiles which have become more numerous and 
therefore seek food beyond the river estuaries and the beaches, venturing into seaside villages and even across 
roads further inland. Fences have been erected to keep them out but 8 people had been eaten near Lospalos in 
the past month. They no longer limit their diet to foreigners – Timorese are also vulnerable despite the 
legendary mutual respect! 
 
Pass by the family house of the young migrant worker who recently committed suicide in the UK. 
 
After arrival at the SDB Agricultural College at Fuiloro I visit the village where the Stations of the Cross 
provided by our parishioner Mary Woodhead have been erected in the newly-built little church. There are 80 
families in this remote village and they are delighted at the gift. Local children gather at the church to socialise. 
The youngsters are all undernourished – a diet of maize and vegetables, no meat – not even eggs because local 
chickens do not lay enough to provide for the villagers. The children are stunted and susceptible to disease (this 
is commonly the case in East Timor). 
 
The Salesian Sisters (SDB) established (in 2008) a new college for girls adjoining the Agricultural College. 
They offer IT skills as well as accommodating those girls who participate in the agricultural training. They also 
offer courses in tailoring (as they have done for many years in TL) but there is no longer any uptake among the 
girls because clothes imported from China and Indonesia can now be bought more cheaply – and there is very 
extensive trade in second hand clothes throughout TL - these arrive by container load from Western charities. 
Currently there are 100 girls resident with the Sisters, and 80 young men with the Salesian priests/brothers. The 
male and female students share classroom tuition and outdoor agricultural training but live separately, coming 
to Mass together only on Sundays although they attend daily Mass in their own premises. 
 
The Agricultural College (which I last saw in 1995) has been affected badly by the withdrawal of Indonesia, 
and the funding that came that way. TL Govt (via Xanana Gusmao) has funded the erection of a large covered 
sports area/assembly hall but a number of the teaching buildings have deteriorated. There are only two year 
groups (instead of four) currently in residence (the Peter Trust sponsors 10 students). There are security issues – 
access of local animals which destroy crops and diminish food supply, theft by local residents; and land issues - 
local villagers are trying to claim back acreage given by the Portuguese to the Salesians over 40 years ago 
[legally this claim is very weak]. The college has been on the verge of closing down but Fr Trans SDB has been 
sent to try to reverse this negative direction. The pig feed project outlined to Trustee Norah Small last year is 
not now a priority. 
There had been tragic mismanagement of a highly successful egg-laying factory. Established with a £200k 
grant from Spain this facility housed 1000 chickens producing at least 1000 eggs a day (making $1000 a day) > 
$30k a month – a substantial source of income for needed repairs and future developments. Misuse of 
medication for the chickens led to all 1000 dying within a month. The facility lies idle, the donor will not repeat 
the investment, and $30k will be needed to buy fresh livestock (from Australia - uncontaminated by avian ’flu). 
 
Fr Trans thinks that SDB Comoro (Dili) would be the best place for a training programme geared to prepare 
Timorese Migrant workers for UK, but the general information about the UK systems etc will be useful at 
Fuiloro – there are local young men who have tried migration to Britain and been disillusioned (e.g. the recent 



suicide from Lospalos). Unemployment in TL is increasing so the flow of hopeful migrant workers will also 
grow greater and is currently steady.  
 
Wednesday 13th 
From Fuiloro to Fatumaca. Photograph Mount Matebian en route; the house of the recent migrant worker 
suicide; electric pylons lining the roads or surmounting the open country to every village; crocodile-infested 
rivers and estuaries. Fr Basileo SDB (principal at Fatumaca) agrees that action re migrant workers must be 
taken and will support efforts that are made by his confreres in collaboration with TL govt. I leave him with 
copies of all material resources (CD, Handbook, etc). 
From Fatumaca to Uatolari. Fr Richard SVD drives me the 90 km - passing through Venilale, Ossu, Viqueque, 
Makadiki on the worst road I have yet experienced! The journey takes 4 hours, mostly at about 15kph. On 
arrival it is still light enough for me to photograph the asrama the construction of which PT has been funding. 
The foundations, walls, roofing are all complete. Flooring needs to be laid, windows and doors fitted, plumbing 
and electrical connections made (all supply is adjacent). There is an adjoining community of Holy Spirit Sisters 
who will supervise the welfare of the girls. The fact that these Sisters are all Timorese is helpful – the local 
languages are Makassae and Neotanu, although Tetun is known by some and Indonesian remembered by those 
over 25 and under 50 years of age. Up to 30 girls can be accommodated - and are ready and waiting, with 
enthusiastic support of their parents. Fr R is keen to have the essentials underway before he moves to his new 
appointment as Principal of the SVD High School in Batugade this October, and have the girls installed before 
Christmas. Other costs would still remain to be met – mainly furnishings and fittings. In view of the fact the 
Peter Turst has funded this project thus far I offer him $8000 for the immediate work, and promise to raise the 
subject of the cost of final completion at the PT Trustee meeting in October. I divert the $3000 set aside for pig 
feed at Fuiloro (not now a priority there), and prepare to disburse a further $5000 from the PT accounts in Dili 
and Otley (UK). The work on the asrama is now underway as this Report is being written. 
 
Thursday 14th 
2 Hours to Viqueque, 2 hours to Baucau, 4 hours to Dili. Notice several new (and grand) churches en route: at 
Ossu, Venilale, Viqueque. In grubby nondescript townships they stand out! 
Breakfast at Baucau with SVD Sisters who are currently accommodating an asrama for 20 girls in their 
convent! Fr Ricardo is hoping PT will fund improvements to this facility (which is grim) but on inquiry it 
transpires that the Sisters are soon to vacate these premises (which belong to the Diocese) and occupy a planned 
new building on another site – so any expenditure here would in my view be misplaced. 
 
On arrival in Dili we go direct to the SVD Regional House where I meet the Regional Superior Fr Gabriel 
Suban who is based here, and Fr Cypriano SVD who teaches English at the SVD High School in Atabae. Both 
are very interested in a link with SEPFOPE Minister and with the Diocesan Bishops with regard to funding and 
resourcing a preparation programme for migrant workers to the UK. Later I phone Fr Jose SDB to ask if he can 
help set up that meeting (as the FONGTIL Director’s offer to do this has not yet come to anything).  
 
Friday 15th 
Have a much needed restful day – use it to prepare authorisation of disbursal letter for ANZ, access email, 
contact Amorin Vieira and David Odling Smee to meet when convenient. A second attempt to meet with 
Bishop Alberto comes to nothing – cancelled at the last minute again!  
 
Saturday 16th 

Spend morning watching the TLTV coverage of the Mass at Taci Tolu which begins a special Year of events 
marking the arrival of the Portuguese in East Timor (1514). I declined the invitation to concelebrate on account 
of the extreme heat at that location - and I made the right decision because the Mass was 2 hours late in starting 
(11.00am instead of 9.00am) and didn’t finish until 2.00pm. It was entirely a church event – not one political 
leader came, although all were invited. Good attendance from many villages country-wide but not a huge 
gathering by Timorese standards – several hundreds of people rather than thousands.  
At 5.30 leave Kuluhun convent for Letifoho, via Gleno. Beyond Railaku the roads become very bad and arrival 
at Letifoho is not until 9.30pm [in 1995 it took half that time: the roads were then well maintained].  
 
Sunday 17th 
Rise early to take photos in clear light of surrounding mountains (including Ramelau) and of the (new) Church 
and Presbytery, and of the (distant) Christo Rei Statue erected in the time of Fr Domingo Soares as parish 
priest. Concelebrate 10.00am Mass and am unexpectedly presented with a very special tais at the end of Mass – 



then invited to give a speech! This is not too difficult to do because of my earlier visit here in 1995 with Fr DS. 
Unfortunately Frater Domingos Goudhino (whom I have been supporting since 2007) is unable to be present at 
this Mass as he is required to lead a para-liturgy at a distant village.  
In the afternoon Frater DG takes me up to the Christo Rei monument – a remarkable achievement, not least in 
the fact that contending parties were involved in its construction – Indonesian Military personnel, Falintil 
Guerrillas, youth from the local Clandestine Network – a level of subterfuge required that probably only 
Timorese under the leadership of Fr Domingos Soares could have achieved. The Military were persuaded that 
their assistance would advance their campaign to ‘win hearts and minds’; the local members of the armed 
Resistance Falintil discarded their military fatigues and pretended to be parish youth leaders; and the local 
Youth declared ‘admiration’ for all that Indonesia was doing for the development of the country. The 
symbolism is biblical – and not too subtle a statement for those with scriptural knowledge, but clearly this was 
not recognised by the Indonesian Military: Christ stands as King of Kings above the crowned head of a 
Traditional local king, and both upon a Bible. These all press down on the body of a Serpent (which forms the 
steps up to the monument and lies beneath it): Christ is victorious over the Evil One (crushing his head, as 
foretold in Genesis)! How this symbolism of the native Timorese overcoming oppression through Christian 
faith was lost on the Indonesian regime is amazing! 
 
There are 4 seminarians from the Parish currently attending the Minor Seminary in Dili, and 2 Major 
Seminarians on placement in Parishes. I was asked if I could help with their fees.  
There are so many candidates for the priesthood that there is no room in the seminaries for them, and twice in 
their training they have to be sent out to the parishes for ‘experience’ (no bad thing in my view).  
The journey back to Dili begins with a visit to the local Parish Secondary School which Frater Domingos 
Goudhino has been charged to re-organise. He seeks funding via me from the Peter Trust (!) but as PM Xanana 
Gusmao is going to pay for the rehabilitation of the monumental statue of Christ the King, and for needed 
repairs to the Church, I suggested XG might be invited to find the finances for refurbishing the school at the 
same time. It seems that it is XG who has authorised the disbursal of Govt funds to pay for repairs to the 
churches at Viqueque, Ossue, Venilale, Suai, and is expected soon to pay for the completion of the new church 
at Turiscai – and that currently being built at Gleno! Of course, there are political reasons for this beneficence: 
the government needs the support of the Church, and the people need the encouragement of seeing significant 
and beautiful buildings going up that are of obvious service to them. But the resources are coming from the 
Petroleum Fund set up to preserve for the benefit of future generations the income currently being generated 
from the Timor Sea fossil fuel reserves (which will be depleted within a decade). Having left Letifoho at 
3.30pm we arrive back in Dili at 9.30pm! -  a very tiring drive. 
 
Monday 18th 
Any plan for a quiet day to recover from the weekend is abandoned when Fr Jose SDB telephones at 9.00am to 
say he has fixed an appointment with the SEPFOPE (Secretary of State for Professional Training and 
Employment Policy) Minister Ilidio Ximenes da Costa at 10.00am! [Office: Ex UN House, Rua de Caicoli, 
Dili; mb +670 77045036; land line +670 3310411; email ilidioc@yahoo.com] 
Fortunately Fr Jose takes me to the Office (to which we are redirected twice as it has changed location in recent 
weeks). The meeting of the three of us is very fruitful: the Minister is very concerned that action will be taken, 
considers it to be a matter for the Minister of Foreign Affairs (and the TL Ambassador to Britain) and will take 
steps to further matters. I am hopeful of a meeting with the MFA but this doesn’t eventuate – nor do repeated 
efforts to gain access to Bishop Alberto. 
 
Tuesday 19th 
Rise at 5.30 to depart 6.30am for journey to Suai – arriving at 3.30pm. The roads are appalling – worse than 
ever. It takes 7 hours to cover 90 kilometres. Travelling by public transport would be impossible for anyone 
other than an indigenous Timorese! – it is astounding that the ramshackle, overloaded buses manage to 
negotiate the trip there and back in a day. I retire to bed exhausted at 8.00pm but a teenagers’ birthday party in 
the vicinity begins at that hour and continues until 8.00am, with non-stop loud music. No-one in the local area 
could possibly sleep through it. The disadvantages of 24 hour free electric power are discussed at breakfast. 
 
Wednesday 20th 
Depart at 8.30am to join mobile clinic at the distant village of Lalalua but go first to the newly completed (and 
very beautiful) church at Suai – with its commemorative busts of Frs Hilario Madeira, Francisco Soares, and 
Tarcisio Dewanto (Indonesian) who were murdered at the old church in September 1999 along with about 200 
parishioners seeking sanctuary. We then visit the old church – which has been refurbished and is also 



surrounded by monuments to the slain.  Frater Domingos Goudhino assisted in the construction of these when 
on a previous placement at Suai. 
We socialise with the new Parish Priest Fr Jose Maria for a while before setting out for Lalalua (calling in at a 
Claretian convent en route. The Sisters help with the Clinic - but also the reception ceremony is not yet ready at 
the village to which we are headed). Arriving at 11.15 there are only about 40 people present, but the traditional 
welcome (tais, dancing, welcome speeches) are nicely done.  
It seems there is a special celebration that day of the 40th Anniversary of Falintil and many villagers have gone 
to that. Also it is only the second visit of the mobile clinic to this newly built ‘estate’ of government housing. 
Indeed, not all the houses are yet occupied, and the electricity is still to be actually switched on. [We would 
have had a much quieter night here!]. Photos are taken of the clinic in operation.  
On the way back we pass a newly-built Government Clinic! In response to my query as to why the SPC mobile 
comes all this way when there is a facility already in place the Sisters tell me: the building is nice but it is 
irregularly staffed, by minimally qualified personnel, with very limited medical stocks, and a poor 
administration of their distribution. The people do not trust the Government Clinic - and don’t attend it; which 
is another reason why the new village of Lalalua has recently been added to the route of the mobile from Suai. 
Back in town we go for lunch at the ‘Eastern Dragon’ restaurant. A 3-course meal for 12 people, with drinks, 
costs $83 (c£60 sterling) – which I pay as a token of appreciation! In the evening we dine out again at another 
restaurant – remarkably mosquito free, despite the fact that it is open on 3 sides. These places are struggling to 
survive now that the UN personnel have left and many NGOs have reduced their staff. 2 Novices are leaving 
Suai next day to join the community at Railaku: this is their farewell party! Again the overall cost is very low – 
less than £40 for a three course meal for 8, with drinks. 
 
Thursday 21st  
The 7 hour journey back to Dili is broken at Ainaro so that we can visit the beautifully restored church, due to 
be re-opened on 28th. Via the Peter Trust a private donor in Bentham N Yorks (UK) paid £10k for repairs to this 
church after the terrible damages inflicted upon it in 1999. It is good to see the church in the best condition it 
has ever been. Fr Evaristo, the PP for the past 7 years is expecting to be moved on this autumn. He is thinking 
about chaplaincy work to Timorese economic migrants (!) and has already been to England and stayed in 
Oxford. He has excellent English. I invite him to contact the Bishop in Dili about this. [He telephones me in 
Skiathos on Sept 7th (and again in December in Leeds) about it – something may eventuate, but it needs 
planning: including funding, accommodation, etc] 
Also we break our journey at a simple roadside Restaurant in Maubisse, and call in on the Maryknoll Sisters in 
Aileu. 
 
Friday 22nd 
Still hoping for a meeting with Bishop Ricardo and/or the Foreign Affairs Minister I have kept the day free. A 
delegate (Almerio Saldanha Borges) comes midmorning on behalf of Fr Domingos Soares (who is still in 
Macau) seeking Peter Trust sponsorship of senior students who have completed their schooling at his Bom 
Samaritano institution in Gleno and who need help with progressing through University in Dili. $5000 per year 
per student is sought! (Even I know that is excessive, and Sr Bibianne concurs – seminary fees are $500pa; the 
SDB Technical College and the Agricultural College charges are $300pa; the Jesuits $1100pa for 20 non 
residential students at Railaku). I am invited to put the request also to religious congregations in the UK! I ask 
for a Proposal to be put in writing but I could not support it if one is submitted – knowing also that Fr DG has 
aid from international donors around the world. It seems that several of the students of the Bom Samaritano 
have opted to become seminarians.  
 
Sr Bibianne and Filopeno Dr Benilda take me with the Clinic laboratory technician (also Filopeno) out for 
lunch at the Nautilus Restaurant on Pantai Kelapa – Western menu! I pay for this in appreciation of their 
hospitality. I pop out to photograph kids playing on the beach and the driver Janu joins me asking for work in 
England! I explain the problems and later give him copies of the Migrant Worker information we prepared – 
and $100 for his careful driving around TL’s dreadful roads. 
Returning to the Convent we find Carlito Tety Lacka and Igildo Caldeira da Costa waiting to meet with me! 
Have a pleasant hour or so with them whom I first met in 2007 in Turiscai, their home parish. Igildo is now 22 
years old, in second year of philosophy (out of 3) at SS Peter & Paul, the Major Seminary in Fatuhada. Carlito 
(25) is in the first year of theology (out of four). They each need $50 per month for 10 months each year ($500 
each). There are sometimes extra costs such as a soutane, and or a university ‘uniform’ (c$120). I take contact 
details, give them mine, and promise to meet all their expenses personally until they complete their training.  
 



Saturday 23rd 

Taken by Fr Adri Ola to Ahisaun Hostel for  young people with disabilities to say Mass for the residents. 
Welcomed with tais, share a (very) simple breakfast, and see the premises. Recognise some familiar faces from 
2004 on. The tour includes the five refurbished toilets (one specifically designated to me/the PT!). There are 
currently 30 residents. Rooms vary in accommodation from 3-6 persons – all clean and in good order. The 
several Workshops include shoe-making – resident Cypriano is in charge having received training in Indonesia; 
the kiosk – with sales to locals; a computer training room, and a computer suite (4 PCs). The residents have 
taught over 1000 able-bodied people into computer literacy. The communion wafer-making machine has 
broken: spare parts from Indonesia are awaited. 
The residents all take part in a daily hour of prayer in a specially designated prayer room – and offer the service 
of this regular prayer for the intentions of any one who asks for their intercession. Daily Mass is usually 
celebrated in this room. Resident Domingos is now the Director, having received appropriate training, and has 
his own Office in the premises. In response to my queries Fr Adri Ola says: 
1) Transparency and Accountability. This is in place with extra administrative staff engaged. He appreciates 
that this is necessary for donor confidence, besides being good practice. 
2) Record Keeping. The PT toilet project has detailed accounts and invoices (I am provided with the top copies)  
3) ‘Double Dipping’.  Fr AO agrees this practice will lose their credibility with the Ministry of Justice and so 
their licence to appeal for external funding might be withdrawn. AO shows me the certificate of Registration 
(for 2012, but still valid). 
4) AO accommodation in residence. AO agrees he should now just have one personal room as the 
administration is being devolved. 
5) The Kakao Project (for disabled young people in the mountains). AO says this is still proceeding. I expressed 
doubts about the adequacy of human resources, and about its geographical accessibility.  
6) Relationship of Ahisaun with Bishop Alberto Ricardo. AO says that the Bishop has ‘listened’ but not given 
any reaction (to date). [This is a story I have heard from several other clergy and religious seeking a decision 
from the Bishop - one way or the other - about particular projects or ventures,] 
7) The Ahisaun Board. There are 5 external people now on the Board who have an interest in support to the 
disabled – including an MP (Carmelita Pires). AO agrees that he must engage others in decision-making 
(including the Residents). 
 
Fr Adri Ola expresses views on other matters:  
Vocations to the Priesthood and Religious Life will diminish over the next 10 years due to the intrusion of non-
Timorese values via modern communications – smart phones, lap tops, etc. – and exposure thereby to other 
ways of life especially Western and of the rich from Eastern nations. Vocations at the present time are mainly 
from the rural parishes: there are very few from Dili itself where internet access is ubiquitous. 
Economic dependence on finite fossil fuels bodes ill. Too much money is being spent on prestige projects in 
Dili, and not on rural development or on infra-structure such as roads. More needs to be spent on Primary and 
Secondary education rather than on Universities in Dili (which are of a low standard). Primary and Secondary 
schools are generally in a very poor condition, under resourced, with untrained and uncommitted staff. The 
Church is making an effort to improve standards in its own schools – which are preferred by parents but receive 
limited support from TL govt.  
Timorese gifts and abilities should be engaged – there is too much dependence on foreigners (including foreign 
Religious personnel). 
14% of Timorese people have become wealthy, with large cars and nice houses in Australia and in Indonesia as 
well as in East Timor. About 33% have become Middle Class, with a medium income – they are professionals, 
Government employees, MPs, etc. 53% are still dirt poor, and are mostly in the rural areas. Unemployment in 
Timor Leste is currently 50%. 50% of the population are under 21 years of age (!) - this is very evident. 
The Bishop of Baucau has a strategic plan for the Church, but the Bishop of Dili is content to encourage 
devotional events such as processions, pilgrimages to shrines, etc. Before long these will lose support from the 
people, especially the young generation, if the Church does not also adapt to the modern world. 
 
Support of the Peter Trust for Ahisaun Projects? 
AO asked me if PT will continue its support. I ask for detailed accounting of the previous toilet project, and that 
specific projects be proposed with an outlay of not more than $5000. I invite options: e.g. (1) Sponsorship of 
Residents at University (@ $300 per student per year); (2) An additional good quality toilet; (3) Upgrade of 
computer stock. These were all provided by AO before my departure on Tuesday August 26th. 
 



At 3.00pm Fr Ricardino Mendonca (Ermera/Gleno) called in person to indicate that $3000 would suffice to 
purchase the items listed as urgently required by the Primary School Our Lady of Lourdes. The most pressing 
need is for a computer and a printer – which can be met by a donation of $800 (for everything). 
 
At 4.30pm Sr Mila OP called in person with proposals for PT funding for the Kitchen Garden at Hera: 
a) Duck breeding (for supply of fowl to restaurant kitchens): purchase ducks; provide water supply; duck feed; 
fencing to protect ducks. b) Piggery (for breeding): repair and improve existing sty; pig food; regular cleaning; 
water supply to sty. St Mila will email the proposals with cost estimates to myself and to Trustee NS. 
Sr Mila elaborated on the collapse of the previous arrangements at Hera: 
The residents were not truly orphans; they had become too old (mid twenties) and wanted complete 
independence; they were exploiting the situation – free accommodation, free food, tuition fees for education, 
transport costs to Dili ($60 per week) – but were doing little work on the farm. 
There had been many years of good work (supported by PT) but regrettably there had been inadequate 
communication of Gospel values – hence the boys did not work as expected of them, lied, stole, and threatened 
violence to those who chose to stay at Hera. The funding for the piggery fence ($800) went astray – so there is 
no fence, and no funds to hand. 
Therefore the criteria for admission to residency at Hera must be tightened up: 
Residents must be genuine orphans; there must be greater focus on the specific projects; agreement terms must 
be signed by all parties (i.e. a contract); there must be spiritual formation (communication of Gospel values) A 
new beginning must be made in the light of sad experience.  
 
At 5.30pm Fr Reniel Nachimma SVD called to seek funding from PT for the Institute for Religious Education 
in Dili. He has been given responsibility for the welfare of the 100 ‘dormitorians’ i.e. those students from some 
distance who board at the College (there are 200 others who are day students). There are two projects for which 
financial assistance is sought: (1) For fencing around the main property to keep dogs, goats, pigs, and local 
people out; (2) for improvements to the dormitories (2 for females, one for males) – viz. to the roofing, and to 
the walls (split coconut leaf stem). I promise to visit on Sunday morning from 9.00am. 
 
Sunday 24th  
At 9.00am Fr Reniel drives me to the Institute (which I last visited in 1995). It has deteriorated significantly 
since then. The conditions are dreadful – overcrowded, poor sanitation, primitive cooking facilities (open wood 
fire; kerosene cookers; some recently installed electric rice steamers). In my opinion the whole lot should be 
bulldozed. In the UK it would not be allowed to function as an educational institution. The main (teaching) 
block is also in a bad state – crumbling floors, ill-fitting doors and windows, only chairs with writing slabs for 
the students and a blackboard for the teacher. There is no sign of any teaching resources. The chapel is far too 
small to accommodate even 100, still less 300 students. There are no Stations of the Cross (in a Religious 
Education institute) and the poorest sanctuary furnishings I have seen anywhere in Timor. Yet the students 
seem cheerful enough and happily pose in groups in their squalid surroundings, which a large pregnant sow 
shares with them!  
 
I invite Fr R to present a written proposal but I indicate that for these premises to be brought up to western 
standards would require at least a quarter of a million pounds sterling – far beyond the PT budget. Moreover, 
the Diocese of Dili owns the land and the building and has simply invited the SVD to run the institute for the 
time being. The Diocese could reclaim the property from the SVD at any time – as it has the High School in 
Maliana for which the PT donated £10k for the upgrading of the toilets via a special Christmas Appeal (2012). I 
can see no reason for the PT to commit to an outlay on this project in any other capacity than as a partner with 
other donors. 
 
At 12.15 I meet with David Odling Smee for lunch at a beachside tavern on Pantai Kelapa. We discuss many 
things over several beers. He applauds the support of the Peter Trust and agrees with most of the opinions I 
have formed or heard expressed in the course of my visit so far and which are recounted in this Report. His 
advice in respect of the best way of responding to the Migrant Workers to UK issue has been invaluable, and 
most of it has been carried out.  
As we eat, a convoy of cars passes beneath with police escort, sirens etc. It is the arrival of Indonesian President 
Susilo Bambang Yudyohono (‘SBY’) on a farewell visit for two days. He leaves office in October when 
recently elected Joko Widodo (‘Jokowi’) takes his place. Mercifully for Indonesia and East Timor his rival in 
the election, Prabowo Subianto, son in law to deceased dictator Suharto, retired General, former Kopassus 



Commander in East Timor, and an infamous abuser of human rights in East Timor and in Indonesia, was 
defeated by a safe margin (although he still contested the count). 
 
At 5.00pm Amorin Vieira (older brother of Ajerino, currently living with me an undertaking an MA in Peace 
& Development Studies at the University of Bradford) calls in person to the Convent. PT assisted him in the 
UK with his first degree at Glasgow University. He returned to TL on achieving this in 2005 and worked for the 
UN in TL until its withdrawal last year. He is now employed by the US Embassy in Dili as a Human Rights 
researcher reporting on human rights and conflict resolution - and is responsible for their promotion (especially 
by way of good ‘community policing’) - and for the US State Department Annual Report on Human Rights (in 
East Timor). He also works with various NGOs. [email > Vieira.carmodo@gmail.com; +670 77252215].  
Amorin opines that the present TL Govt lacks vision, and also lacks ability. It is time the next generation, many 
of whom were educated in Western Universities, were given charge. There is too great a reliance on 
international agencies, no capacity to attract able young people into executive positions, the Govt is ‘not 
serious’ about development. In his opinion the ‘old guard’ are afraid of losing power – but until they let go 
development will be stifled. The present Govt only engages people who had connections with the Resistance. 
60% of people are on the edge of serious poverty; unemployment is increasing each year - and young people 
are exiting East Timor ‘every day’ to find work in (e.g.) the UK.  
 
At 6.30pm Fr Luis Goveia Leite calls to arrange a meeting with me during Monday. Fr Luis stayed with me at 
Holy Name Parish in Leeds for 3 months some years ago during the summer vacation from the Rome College 
where he was then doing his philosophy degree. He now lectures at the Major Seminary (Fatuhada, Dili) every 
day, and is also the Rector of the Propadeutic Seminary St John Vianney at Matuala, Dili. There are 500 
students in the Minor Seminary (Balide, Dili); 120 at the Propadeutic; and 98 at the Major Seminary.  
 
Monday 25th 
No calls from the Bishop’s or from the Foreign Affairs Offices for an interview about Migrant Workers to the 
UK. Today was the last opportunity for such.  
 
Fr Luis Leite arrives 11.00am and takes me to the Propadeutic Seminary where he is Rector. I have seen this 
twice before, most recently in 2011 when I deposited Igildo Caldeira da Costa there along with his brand new 
lap top to begin his studies. 103 students aged 18-23 are now crammed into 3 dormitories on bunk beds with 
little space between them. There is a demanding range of studies - in languages, and church subjects ranging 
from catechetics to canon law and church history. Fr Francisco Tavares (PP at Maliana when I visited in 1995; 
then PP at Ainaro in 2004; then lecturer in pastoral theology at the Major Seminary of SS Peter and Paul 
(2009); is now Spiritual Director. He has had a stroke but is still able for this task. We meet again briefly and 
reminisce. I photograph the students at mid-day prayer in their chapel. 
Then we move on to the Major Seminary for lunch with the Staff. I share my concerns about Migrant Workers 
to the UK. All the East Timor Bishops are on the same campus at an Episcopal conference – I could meet all 3 
at one go! But I lack the nerve to gate-crash their meeting.  
 
We return via the new RC University dedicated to St John Paul II which is under construction on the site of the 
former ‘externato’ – S.Jose High School - which has been moved to a new location between Dili and Tibar. 
Some of the previous buildings are being redeployed but there is extensive new construction – scheduled for 
completion this year (unlikely). Who will staff this institution? Who will attend? What is its purpose? In my 
opinion financial resources would be better spent on the foundation of good Primary and Secondary schools. I 
take a few photos of the premises and of the construction workers (who wear no safety gear of any kind!). 
 
On arrival back at Kuluhun SPC Convent we find Igildo and Carlito waiting ‘to say goodbye’. More photos and 
affectionate embraces, and promises to ‘keep in touch’.  
 
The day ends with a Celebration of the SPC family. 3 Jubilarians have returned to take up their duties! Sr 
Dolores (40th, to be Novice Mistress at the Convent, Railaku); Sr Constancia (50th) to assist Sr Bibianne at 
Kuluhun; and Sr Alma (50th)  to head up the work of establishing the new pastoral ministry (education  and 
health care) at Turiscai. Welcomes, Congratulations, and Good-byes, all at one happy festive gathering. 
Unfortunately, Sr Annette who manages the Clinics in Suai has not yet returned from treatment in Indonesia – 
but I entrust to Sr Bibianne the $8000 PT ‘borrowed’ from the Clinic allocation for 2014 (to allow for urgent 
progress with the deeper well at Railaku).  



So from the Peter Trust Otley (UK) and ANZ (Dili) accounts the following disbursals have been made: $3000 
for the pig feed at Fuiloro – transferred to Fr Richard SVD for the asrama at Uatolari; $5000 to Fr Richard for 
the asrama ($8000 total); $8000 to SPC for the Clinics at Suai; $1338.50 for Sr Mila OP for the Hera Kitchen 
Garden.  
 
Remarkably, positioned in the seat next to me on the flight Dili-Singapore is Pinto Cardoso Manuel Soares, 
supported by Peter Trust for 5 years 2002-2007 for the achievement of his first degree in International 
Development at the University of Yogyakarta. He is on his way for a 2 year MA Course in Seoul, leaving his 
wife and two children for the duration. He is now 38, has prospered, undertaken important work for the TL 
government, but is frustrated by its inability to engage the next generation. He has taken further education in the 
USA and in Canada since we last met in Dili in 2011. He later writes an email which reaches me in Skiathos 
indicating his gratitude to PT at a critical period in his life – foundational for all his work until now. 
Returning Business Class from Singapore to Manchester (my brother’s charity!) enabled me to arrive home on 
Wednesday August 27th in good fettle, and ready for the onward journey to Skiathos on 29th for two weeks 
holiday (during which this Report has been written, on the days when it rained!) 
 
Fr Pat Smythe, 8.9.14  
Mandraki Village Hotel  
Koukounaris, Skiathos, Greece. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 


